
\'f
S"'.*tL D"I Bapdst Hi"t"ri..l Society

(l'"o"por.t.J, St.t" of N.r" J"t""r', 1916)

R"-. i\11.", i\. Roge"", P""riJeot

R"o" C. H..*o. Di"Li."o., T""..r"""
j\li"' E ulo;' St. Jol,", LiL'u"i..

nrillia:n T. Voyce
jL23 Bowdoln Street
Des i{oines, f owa 503L3

Dear Mr. Voyce:

Aprii 17, 1969

I a:r encl-osing tne foll-o'n'ing photoeopies which you
requested l --

S.l.S. L'ienoriaf. .
of the ?iscata'*ay €hurch, or8,

in 1705. An error has been made in cop;ring or quoting apparently.
The orj-gina1 reads -- The Church of Christ. It does not use the term
Church of God. I enclose a copy of a page taken from the priginal
record.s. Almost without exception each record"ing in the early days
began with these.,+orCs: -- "The church of Christ keeping the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus Christ living i-n Piscata'.^iay &
iiopewell in the province of New Jersex being assembledi ivith one
aecord-. . ll a*n

S.D.3. i'{emori-al. Vol.2. paqe 150.
Yo*-,fi-llliia tire phrase - ". .take charge of the ehurch

God dwelling in Shrewsbury. . .tt The phrase or term "church of
as used here tloes not d.enote or specify a specific denomination
that n2me. R.ather it refers to a Christian thurch.

Ilistorlr of S.D.B's in i{est Virqinia. p. lQ
Thre cnarge given Jacob Davis.

"I charge thee iefore God and" the lord Jesus Christ, that thou take
charge of tire church of Christ d'.relling at Shrewsbury, preach the
,"Iorc- in and anongst them. . ' "

iiistortr of S.D.3's in i'lest Vireinla. p. ?O
lisbury and i{i-d'd1eto}rn 1n the

obser.v.ance of God.'s Holy Sanctified. Sabbath. ." You will find the
prlrase cnurch of God - in the last line. Again this ooes not
ind.icate a denominational narne.

, P. L63
rY of what took Place at the 1B0B

General Conference. let ne say that this letter was written by Con-
f"r""c" to --rlTo the Seventh Qay Baptist Church resicling on the west
Fork of the iionongahela River'.' ,iThe Eld.ers, "tessengers, ano. iJretnrent
composing the Sab6atarian General uonferencer rlow sitting in Hopkinton,
Staie of"Rhode-Island, to the beventh Day 3apfist Uhurch, or the r.rest

Eork_qf.,the_rlrqppesahela R.iver, Iiar.rison county, State of Yirginia --Sen{leo-tn Gre€Tln$;1f

S.'..,1' D.y B.pti"t B'ilJ;"g, 510 \f"t.Lorg Ao."", Pk"f;JJ, N"*_J."""y
Bok86e u u 
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God"
by
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The 'rBaptists" rnentioned in this 'l-etter of iB08 wele not

qbserwers of ;fi;-;;;.";h'-D;t--'ont-*"re wnat ire d'esignate as FiFt )ay
Saptrsts.

I send a photocopy of the tetter as it appears in the o1d mj-nutes
of 1808.

Sevent ope & Arerica, p. L75
T e: -I do-not know why

this partieular letter was chosen by Aurbassador College, Perhaps it is
the reference to the "FanaticaL.&. uni.rorthy obserwers of the Seventh-day"
which is found in the l-ast paragraph. Perhaps the complete letter will
make this clear. Dr. tsurnside lived in England.

You mention Dr. Meade's book. "ie 
have had coryespondence i+ith

Dr. Meade in the past. I{e and otners have used as their souree material-
on the Church of God \seventh Day) a government lanphlet Census of
Religious Bod.ies: L936, volume 1i, pait l-, U.S.Depaitnent of Commerce'
sureau of Census, 1941. The article on the origin and hj-story of the
Church of God (Seventh D*y) found in this paropklet was furnished by
A.l{.Dugger. The Census Bureau has confirmed this fact. This is the
souree of all the confusion. The research uepartnnt of incyclopedia
Britanniea have used this article in the past, also. '

I believe f have already told you the following. I repeat it
here, however.

A.N.Dugger was an aetlve,.iorker in the Churce of God (Adventist)
whose head.quarters were at Sianberry, i{o. At,one tj-me he was eoitor
of their pJper - Sabbatii Ad.vocate. IIe hias an "overseer", presid.ent of
their confeience, and al-so at one time treasurer. A quarrel broke out,
1n that group and illr. Dugger with some otaers witnd.rew. They left
Stanberuy dmd tn L91'1 set up wha-t tney termed "headquarteqs'i _in Salem,
iri.Va. That was in 1433" i{-ow the Seventh Day tsaptists hadiS-church in
Salem, ',{. Va., sinc6-fT9O, at least. The oJ-d Shrewsbury cliurch had noved
as a ehurch. bocry to ?iestern Virgj-nia in 1789. They settled in western
Yirginj-a and cailed, their settlenent "New Saihem". tie have the original
record. boo,c j-n our aahhives. There is a col]-ege in the tourn or ci-ty of
Ba]em which was established by Seventh JJay Saptists in the 1900's. It
nas fj-rst an acad.eny (organized IESg). In the ariicAA. he prepared for
the Religious Censu-s of 1936, ne cal1s thj-s early_Shrisbu54 Churcir a
Church oi Coa. In fact he takes over Seventh Day Baptftt nistoryr and
some Sebenth Day Adventist llistory.

The Seventh Day Adventists first called our attention to this
article, and representatives from both denomihations sent letters of proae
test to the Census Sureau. They rrrere assured that corrections would
be mad-e j-n the next census whieh was to be taken in 1946. However, no
pamphlet has been published by ths Bureau since then.

In 1961 f cane across a historlr of the Shurch of God' (seventh
(lay) which it was stated - was prepared by the Research Department
of Britannica. I innediately r^rrote to then, as well as to the Census
Bureau. f also notified the editor of "Reviei.r and l{era}d.'f He made a
personal visit to Britannica. I enclose a copy of a ketter which he
sent me in August, 1951-.



I have had no coryespondence with-i{erbert Arnstr.ong. i{e na-r
liave been a ninister j-n the Chu-rcir of God (Seventh Da1,')."I have iro
reason to doubt his word.. I 4o kncw, however, that tLe denomination
Fog*t tocay as church of God (seventh Day) or seventh Da}' church of
God was not in existen€e as a distinct Clnominatj_on by that name whenthe fiBst Se-renth Day tsaptist Church 1n Anerrca was c6nstituteC inNe'*nori, R.f., in 167L" I also know that the phr.ase or term one fj-ndsin the Sible church of God, cr chureh of Chriit - even if written
Uhurch of God or Chureh of Christ - I knor,r this teru d.oes not stand. forspecific denomination as we knorr denominations today. rt stands for tireChristi-an Cnurch out of which have come Baptj-sts, lt;ihodis;;;--F;e;;;-
terians, etc.

^ Y9g say you have the Year Book of churches. r senc you a copyof page 11 and page 12 for L923. Read what it states concer.ning
Cnureh of God., Adventist. ltrote the nnme of A.N. Dugger. I[ote Theparagraph und.er l{istory.

The minutes of our General Conference do nct indicate any op-positlon to the teln or natne "Seventh Day Baptist General- Confer-encb.nPreviously it had been wriiten- Sabbatarlan baptist Conference. Our
churches are first of/" aLL "Baptist"_churehes. i{e are distinguished
from other raptists, or the Body of Baptists - by the observaiee of
seventh day as our Sabbath. Al-l- but two menbers of the fisst Seventh
Bay B3p1is1 Church on Amerj-ca - r,rere menbers of F13s1 Dav santist -

Church i-n Newpori - generallly spoken of as'fDr. Ciarke'L Ctri.rctr."

A great many of our S"D.B. crrurches have in their offici6.1
narne -- the phrase -- The Seventh Day Bs_1ist Church of Christ.

Vers truly vol""fi3w^)gm
(u:.ss)Evalois

P.S. The old S.D.B. Cirurch of Piscataway, lJ.J., organized in L7O5,
used the n:'me -- The Sabbatarian Chu;'ch of Christ, or sometimes we
note The Church of Christ in PLscataway keeping the seventh dal' 1o"
a Sabbath"



S.rr-*tlu D"r" Bapdst Hiut"*i..I Sooi.ty
(h"o.po..t"J, S,.t" of N"" J"r".r', 1916)

R.o. AlL".t N. Rog.'", P'e"iJent

R"". C. H..-o. Di"Li."o., T"".rrr."
i\i". E uloi" St. JoL", LiL'."i.'

S..'"'tl. D.y Bupti't B";lJ;ng, 510 l'f.toL'.g A'."., Pl";"f;.lJ, Nryl*gl"
June 5, 1958

we are certain

of i'iay 29, addressed. to the Seventh Ds.y
has teen handed to this soej_ety. -

gI"Quarter1'.il'il]31lffiffi#I33|li:l",,*3ffi"l1",|"|}i";3:.""
three years - L352-5]-5aldnffiTc6d*nniich vat-uabte historical andbiographieal natter relatlng to the ^early hlstory of Seventh Day Bap-tlsts. However, there is btrt one refer"trle to be found in whleh thetern rrOhurch of God" is use<l in reference to 'a particrrlar Seventh DayBaptlst Church, and. that j-s found to be an error. 

,

-0n page L21, Vol. 2, No. 3, in a history of the piscat-
?wa{. Ctrurch, the sriter makes the statement that the first record.in the old church book after the Artiel-es of !'a1th is as follows:

'rrhe church of God. keeping the command.ment of God and thefaith of Jesus crrrist, living in pj_scataway ana Hope*uii . . ''oJ- nv uv.

The original reeord.s are 1n our archives. r enclose a photo-copy
9f - thg b portion ref ered. to, and also include their itatemeni- ofbelief or articles of faith as well as thi-s first repord. you willnote that in this eopy of the original the ter"m used fs Tne Churcn-ofChrist. ?his church was organtz-ed in 1?05.

The record. book of the Shrewsbury Church is also lnehives. The very first. - Th" very first page of the record book j-s very faded
raaklng it impossible for me to nake a photo-eopy: Theirll|Frris{*F8Hr ma,.rlng Ltr Lmpossibl-e for me to mpke a photo-eopy. Theexac{tdate of the-organiiation is not lcr:own. It wai. we are certai

* j.lJ-ia.m T. Voyee
3L23 tsowdoin Street
Des lt'loi.nes, f ovra 5AjV
Dear &ir. 'y'oyce:

Your letter
Saptist General Conference

before the end of L745. Sept. 6, 1?89, the body of the church "remor/edfrom ShrewsburX' ln ord.er to-settie ln-the state-of Vlrglnia.n Th; nextdate record.ed in the book i.s r"ay J, 1792,.after the chi.rch had settledat New Sal-em, Harrison Couaty, Virginia.'(Now h:own as Salen, '*i:-V;:t-
f do enclose a photq-copy of a page fron the oldrecords nhich bears the date 1774. you lriff not6 tt starts thuJ-__,nThe Cbureh of Christ in Shrer*sbury and Flj-d.dletown in the obser-y"l": ?f.Gg*'tndo*{*$f,qtA{tefr$4buath first asreed to the



(z\

Twenty-two articles of Faith foIIow this statement. Oui Latest i-ssue
of the Seventh Day Baptlst Yearbook - ]-967 - reads thus --

Salen Seventh Day Baptist Church. Con. L'z45, at
Shrewsbury, N.J.; L792 at Salem, ,lI. Va.

I enelose copies of letters taken from the Sqventh leg Baltist
It1ema,na1 of January fa5e, and July 1852. f n tfresdSilfff fina tfie
Affiive phrase used is The Church of Christ. fhese letters fron
C"gi;d "r" h"l-a leaa and 1580. 

-

tr The Church of Christ neeting 1n tse1l lane, Lond.on... . ' .
to a remanent of the lord.'s- Sabbath-keepers, 1n {$d ahout
Nerrport, New England, . . ."

26th day of i'larch 1568.

ffThe Church of Christ, neeting together on the lordfs holy
Sabbath, sendeth greeting to the Church of Christ keepS-ng
the Sabbath on Rhode Island..rr

Signed in behalf of the 0]+ureh, East Snithfield.,
London, December 21, 1580

A great d.is-service was done to both Seventh D3y Baptists and
Seventh Day Ad.ventists by an Elder A.N. D-ugger who noir resldes in
Jertrsalem. As you must knor he was fo::rnerly a member of the d.enoroina-
tj-on knonn as the Church of God. (Adventist), with headquarters in
Stanberry, Ho, In fact the U.S. Census of Religious Bodies f925
caruies thp historX, doctrine of thls order which a footnote states
was revlsdana appioveO by Elder A.N.Dugger, of the Church of God"

Publlshing"House. fn 1934 (or L973) Mr. Dugger and others separated.
from this group - Chur.eh of God (rtdventist) - and established a new
order - Th; Chirch of God (Seventh D.y) - with headquarters at Salem,
H. Va. In the U.S. Census of Religious Bod.les l9161 oo€ finds a
hlstory of this new order prepared. - as the goverllnent states by
M". D"Lg"". For the histoiy -ot 

lfris group ne aettUer?tely "Iifted"
tne rrlEtory of the seventh Day Baptists, added some-seventh ljay

Adventist history, and called lt the Historg of the Chureh of God'
(Seventh D"y). because this pa.mphlet is put out by the U.S. Govern-
ment - throirgft it"-C"n"',r" Bureau - researihers and.-students of l0hureh
history have accepted his facts as true. _ 91" finds;k more, oftthis
"liftea'f histor]'ln the book - History-of the True Church - by'A.I{.
Dugger and C.0'-Dod.d., published in L936.

If you have never seen a copy of this L936 Census report
prepared. by ftr. DuSger, I ean furnish you lrith a photo-copy of same.

.,""i:"ffii,)J)2,f h4^tibrarian 
L/



S"'"otL D"/ Baptist Flirt"'i*.I So"i"ty
(h"o,1o..t.J, Stot" o[ N.rt Jrt".y, 1916)

R.r. AlL".t N. Roge"", PresiJent

R"t. 0. H.t^o. Di"tir"o., T"...r...
.01i" E".loi" St. J"L", LiL"u.i..

S.r."'tl, D.y Boptist BulJ;"g, 510 Wut"l"og A'.'.., Pl.i.$.|J, N.* J."".y

June lJ, 1968

F{r. Hl].lian J. Yoyce
3L23 Bowdoin Street
Des Hoines, Iowa 5O3L3

Dear I{r. Voyce:

Your letter nas received. yesterday. 'it*e thank you for
the $2.00 enelosed..

The quotation -- "Und.er the former dispensationfl, efa. ,(true Church, p. 274) - is not an exaet o-uote. Neither is it complete.
t'Ir. Dugger again al-tered it to fit his purpose. It is taken from an
article of some eleven pages - Seventh Day dqptist Menorial, Vol. 1,
pages 28-19. It is headed. 'fNaratlven and is\taken from the Cnurch
Record.s of the First Baptist Chureh of Newport - generally spoken of
as Eld.er Clarke's Churcl (.foUn Clarke). Peihaps you are nbt aware tb.at
all of the constituent members of the flrst Seventh Day tsaptist Chr:rch
to be orsani-zed in Ameri-ca - all but one nember - were members of
Dr. Clar[e's Baptist Church.

In order to make
to do than photo-eopy the entire
for thi.so .

this elear I know of nothing better
"Narrative.n I will make no charge

I also send" 2 pages from Isaac Bach.r:.st fllstory of
New England, from which source lir. Dugger also qugtes. I{r: Dugger
nentioi.s specificatrly a Church of Sod at Noodles lsland. The church
oh Noodles-Island was a Baptist Church but not a church which obsenred.
the seventh day as Mr. Dufuer states,

I enclose a portlon of a letter from f,ondon, dated
L74I. fhls church also ea]ls itself 'rThe Church of Christ. ."

Iron the Shrewsbury Records I copy porti-ons mis-
quoted. by Mr. Dugger.

I send. you a photo-dopy of \b.e L925 Census of
Religious Bodies -- Cnurlh of -God (Aav6irtist) fn which Flr. Dugger is
responsible for the l{istory, Doctriae & Organizatlon report.

then I eaelose the 1956 Census of Religious Bodies --
Church of God(seventh day), the history, doctrined and organizatloa
story prepared by Mr. Dugger. This artlele is most unfortunate for
since 1t is a Goverruaent panphlet lt ls consid.erecl by one who does



not krrow I{r. }ugger - to be authentic hlstory. It is a very
garbled hlstory. I am sure Hr. Dugger knew this when he prepared.
the artiele. He has had nany opportunities to eorrect hls statements
but this he refuses to do. 

_

f send. a photp-copy of pages from the Sabbath Rsssrder
of Dec . 28, L942. This glves a ieview of the book -' 'tThe Tme
Chureh. rl

I nake no charge for these copies. f ask only that you
read then carefully and then help to correct some of the nls-statements
and claims of Mr. Dugger and which he continues to spread.,

'"*tffi;ni,w
librarlan 

U



S".r"otL Dorr Baptist Hi"t"n'i"*l Society
(l..."po..trJ, St.t. of N.rt J"r".r*, 1916)

R.'. Alt..t r\. R'g.*, P""'iJe't

R"o. C. H."*or Di"kio"o., Tr"."rr..
i\li"" Eooloi" St. J.h', LiL"..i..

S""..,1, D.,v B.pti*t B";lJl"g, 510 \'{.t"L.og A'..u., Pk"f;JJ, _N"* J.""."' 07061 r

0ctober 15, ]9GB

T,{illia-n t. Voyce
7L23 Bor,rdoin Street
Des Molnes, Iowa 5O3L3

Dear Mr. Voyce:

The Article on English Seventh Day Baptists (lyine-
beenqer) was written by a well-known and highly- resiected Seventh
Day Bsptist ninister. The artlcle on the German Seventh Day 33p1ists
was written by one well-known to Seventh Day Baptist leaders. Th.eir
facts ean be relied upon as true.

However, your conjecture that the Sabbathkeeping
Churches of Christ that existed- in Michigan 1n the early 1850ts
were descendants of those early congregalions whj-ch for one reason
or another, did not choose to Lfiitiate #witir our (S.O.e.) General
Conference is not correct. ' ,

I believe if you J'ook more deeply into the subject
you will find that these early l{ichigan "churches of Christ" were
former followers of dillian l,liller - or the 2nd Ad-vent lviovement.
After the great disappointment of 1844 there was great confusion
among these folks. OnQ of the strdrng supporte4q of the 2nd Ad.vent
movement was a Joseph 5ates. Follor.rj-ng the di$ointment I under-
stand he spent those early years seeking out tdb j-solated. believers
and presenting to then 'fad,ditional light which had sprdng fron the
study of the Bible." The seventh-day Sabbath was oae of the nen
truths, of courseo I knor.i he visited .Jackson , Mich., in 1849 and a
sr0a11 church was organized there.

In the late l-850's or early 1860's the Sabbathkeeping
Second. Advent groups d.ecj-d.ed the tine had eome to choose a nane
an official name - and organize into a conference. Several nan'es \,{ere
suggested. - Church of God.l Church of Christ, etc. The name chosen,
however, was Seventh Day Adventists. This caused much hard feeling.
Many churches refused to come into the conference, formi-ng a conferenee
of their own - Church of God. The Mi.chigan groups did not come into
the Conference and eventualty joined. the Chufiph of God Conference,
headquarters ia Stanberryr It was the Michigan group that issued the
paper - 'rl{ope of Israel.' They eventually separated fron the nain
Conference of Churcir of God.



In 1917, tle Church of God in Michigan, in theirstate conference _- after previous consultation and study - voted tojoin the Seventh Day Baptist General- Conference.

In 1904 the Seventh Day Baptist Church of Battle Creek,
Mich., wag constituted, A number of Seventh Day Baptists - members
of other Seventh Day Bsplist Churches - had found eroploynent in
Battle Creek. These - with converts to the beliefs of Seventh Day
Baptists - ndde up the membership of the ehurch. -'

I enclose photocopies of the fol.lowing --
1. Extracts from the History of the Michigain Conference of "The

Church of God", wrj-tten by M.A. Branch, Idhlte Cioud., Mieh.

2. Pages tron a booklet - The Baekward look - by Ad"el-bert Branch,
L937. He glves a short history of the work in Michigen under
a sort of preface - lest 'de Forget.

7. Sabbath ieeord.er article - 191?

I ad.d that our General Conference was organi.zed in
1802. The Conference was an outgrowth of the General Meeting estab-
lished in 1596. It was sometliaes spoken of as tire Yearly lvleeting.
It was originally spoken of (TAe Confernce) as the Sabbatarian
General Conference. In 1818, it was agreed to adopt the offical
hame - Seventh Day Baptist - therefore the Conference becarse
The Seventh Day Baptist General Conference;

' I{any of our Seventh Day Baptist churches carry the i

phrase - Church of Christ - in their corporate name. The P1aj-nfield
Church r.ias incorporlated under the nsme - The Seventh Day Bsptisl
Church of Christ at Plainfield, N.J.

L,et me say there is no connectj-on betr*een the denomination
called Church of God and who observel. the seventh day as the Sa bbath
- there is no conneetion between this denomlnation and Ihe Seventh

Day Baptist Dsnsmination. Ihe Chureh of God above had lts rise 1n
the 2nd Advent Movement of Wil]-iam Miller. Out of the same movement
came the Seventh Day Adventists.

Very gurs t 3n
rtu 1J-f'

Eva John, li Curator


